Good Friday April 2020 – Wendy Watkins
Good morning everyone. For a year I have been really looking forward to sharing
with you on Good Friday. Its one of those dates which in the last few years has been
a time when we have shared with you and it has always been a real blessing to us.
I was hoping to record this for you but unfortunately like so many others I have not
been well with this Covid-19 virus, I am now recovering and so here are my sermon
notes and pictures. I hope you find these moments of reflection helpful as you take
time to consider the wonder of the cross for yourself although in a different way to
your normal Good Friday.
As I began to think about Easter, I became increasingly aware of the imagery
surrounding it:
•

A Bag of silver coins,

•

The Last Supper,

•

Washing of feet,

•

The Garden of Gethsemane,

•

Soldiers with lanterns,

•

A Courtroom,

•

A Whip,

•

A Crown of thorns,

•

A Scarlet robe,

•

The Lamb,

•

The Cross,

•

A Sponge filled with vinegar,

•

The Curtain ripping in two,

•

The Stone that was rolled away,

•

The Empty tomb.

And as you read each one, I guess we all use our imaginations to create pictures of
what these items or events would have looked like.
Images that tell the Easter story.
As I was thinking through this imagery, it came to me that there is another image that
tells the Easter story – and it is that of a door.

We don’t think about doors much; they’re just an ordinary part of life.
There’s nothing special about them. We might become more alert to a door if we’re
locked out; I wonder if you have ever rushed home, needing to get in and you raced
to get there only to discover the door is locked? You’re not sure where you left your
keys and no idea when someone else will be home to let you in.
Today as I sat to write my thoughts down, I counted that I went through 8 different
doors several times each this morning (bedroom, bathroom, kitchen, lounge, garden,
conservatory, front door, toilet door). We will probably go in and out of doors all day
without thinking about them.
If you Google beautiful doors of the world you will see some of these:

And of course, while I’ve been self-isolating in the last
two weeks, I have spent a lot of time opening and closing
the fridge door.
We don’t often think of Jesus as being a door, but He is.
In fact, He is the greatest door anyone can walk through.
What do I mean by this and how might this relate to
Easter?

John 10:7-15 (NIV): (click on the links to hear the verses read out)
Therefore, Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate
(door) for the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. I am the gate
(door); whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in
and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the
full.
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the
sheep. So, when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep
and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The
man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep
know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and
I lay down my life for the sheep.
Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.”

In this story, Jesus is speaking to some religious leaders – these people loved God,
but they were so focused on trying to be perfect. Jesus was trying to explain to the
religious leaders that the only way into God’s ‘good books’ was to trust in His
sacrifice.
I think that is still a relevant challenge for many people today. Sometimes we feel
that we must be perfect for God to accept us. No one can measure up to God’s
standard – that’s why God sent Jesus. He was the only one to obey God perfectly.
And now, God accepts us not because of what we do but because of what Jesus has
done.
But back to the story…
Jesus uses an analogy of a good shepherd leading his flock.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd, we are the sheep; and just like a shepherd leads their
sheep to green pastures, Jesus will lead us into abundant life.

In that part of the world, shepherds would travel miles, leading their flock to feeding
grounds. It was very common for shepherds to sleep outdoors in the wilderness with
their flock on such treks. To keep flocks safe and warm the shepherd would lead
their sheep into natural or man-made sheep pens – a U-shape structure:

At night, the shepherd would literally lie down at the front, blocking off the entrance.
This action was known as becoming ‘the gate’ or ‘door for the sheep’.
Being the door for the sheep had two outcomes – firstly the sheep were prevented
from wandering off and secondly the flock were protected from wild animals. Any
wild animal wishing to get in would have to climb over the shepherd to get to the
sheep. This meant that the shepherd would awake at the first sign of attack and
protect the sheep. This is a life and death situation and I imagine would be a very
scary moment.
There is much we can learn from this illustration Our faith is in the safest place when we trust in Jesus.
Jesus was prepared to lay His life down to save ours.
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus will never leave or abandon
us in times of trouble.
Now that sounds to me very similar to what happened on the cross on Good Friday.
Jesus came, to save and protect us from a godless eternity, He laid down His life to
save ours.
Jesus acted like a door when He lay His life down on the cross to save us.
And let’s not forget, Jesus didn’t live a life focused on self – He gave up His life for
others and that is what we are empowered to do through God’s Spirit – to transform

our community one life at a time with the love of Jesus. The invitation to walk through
the door of life isn’t just about eternity, – it is about stepping into a whole new way of
living – to reveal the Kingdom of God here and now, an invitation that invites us
through the door of life that is Jesus.
I often think why Good Friday happened. Like you I know what happened: Jesus
died on a cross for the sins of humankind. But why did Good Friday have to occur
the way it did? Again, I think about a door…
In the beginning, when God created humankind, we were made to be part of God’s
family – to live in a vibrant relationship with God. But Adam and Eve disobeyed God,
and that relationship was damaged. When they disobeyed God, they opened the
door to brokenness, disobedience and sin. And as a result, sin came flooding into
our world.
Over and over again, we see the effects of brokenness, disobedience and sin on our
world, on our community and on our lives, – sin is a thief that robs us of life.
The first of example of this can be found in Genesis 4:2-7: (NIV):
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of
time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the
Lord. And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of
the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favour on Abel and
his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favour.
So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.
Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face
downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if
you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires
to have you, but you must rule over it.”

When Cain opened the door to anger and killed his brother, he opened the door to
sin.
There are many ways we open spiritual doors in our lives: could be through an
action, could be in our words, could be in a decision. Some doors let tragedy into our
lives, some doors bring joy.
I wonder what doors have been opened in your life?
What has come into your world because of someone’s negative actions – or
perhaps, your own?
On Good Friday, Jesus was closing one door and opening another: We read in
Romans 5:19 (NIV):
“For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were
made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the
many will be made righteous”.

He was closing the door to sin and opening the door to life. That’s why the events of
Good Friday happened.
When Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday, He opened a new door - “a new and
living way” (Hebrews 10:19-20) that leads to a life-giving relationship with God.
Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on Good Friday, we can now enter the door to eternal life
and by the Spirit of God, close the door to sin. So that’s why Jesus died and that’s
how we have a choice because Jesus doesn’t force His way on us.

If you have ever been to St Paul's Cathedral with me – I will
always take people to look at one of my favourite pictures of
Christ. ‘Light of the World’ found in corner of St Paul's
Cathedral.
The artist depicted a verse from Revelation 3:20:
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in
and eat with that person, and they with me.”

The power of the image is that there is no door handle on the
outside. Only the person on the inside can open the door to
Jesus – only we can make that choice.
Perhaps today is a good time to stop and ask ourselves the
most important question anyone can ask, “Where is Jesus in
my life?”
Is He standing outside, knocking, hoping to come into your
life, or is He inside reminding you of the forgiveness you have
received and how much God loves you?”

Good Friday reminds us we have a choice to close the door of sin, disobedience and
brokenness and open our hearts to Jesus, open the door to eternal life, of love, of
healing and restoration. At Easter, Jesus closed the door to sin and opened up the
door to abundant life for everyone who will place their trust in Him: Revelation 3:7-8
(NIV):
“These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key
of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one
can open. I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open
door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet
you have kept my word and have not denied my name.”

I wonder if you have arrived home from grocery shopping like this – when you are
carrying so many bags you can’t get through the door?

I think we can all feel like this at times when it comes to approaching God’s door of
forgiveness: carrying too much baggage that we think we can’t fit through the door
and come to God. But God’s doors are open wide for all who need Him.
He died so that we may receive forgiveness, be restored to a life-giving relationship
with God, and step into the abundant life that Jesus promised:
And so we close with scripture as we once again remember what Christ Jesus did for
us. Isaiah 53:4-5 (NIV).
“Surely, he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But
he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by
his wounds we are healed.”

Would you pray with me as we reflect on what has been said.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, your awesome sacrifice is beyond words and comprehension. Today, on
Good Friday we pause to reflect on what you went through and why you went
through it. For those of us who have not opened the door of our hearts to you, this
Easter, I pray that you would give us the courage to do so – knowing that you only
seek to bring life and love.
For those of us who have opened the door to you, Lord, help us receive the love you
have given us so we can live in wholeness and share it with others – Amen.

