Sunday 26th April
Worship Together

Hello everyone and welcome to church from wherever you are.
I have put together some songs and thoughts to help us worship our faithful God this
morning, and Tom Head, pastor at East End Church, has recorded a message for us from
Acts 8.
Ephesians 3 vs 12 says “Because of Christ and our faith in him , we can now come boldly
and confidently into God's presence” (New Living Translation)
As we begin I suggest each of us spends a few moments in prayer bringing ourselves
before God, thanking him for this opportunity, and asking that he will help us hear and act
on what he has to say to us today.
Our first songs are songs of praise. God is worthy of our praise whatever our
circumstances. You might want to turn up the volume, raise you hands or clap in praise,
and have a bit of a bop! Let's give glory to God.
Song: Praise God from whom all blessing flow
Song: Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
I have been reading in the book of James this week and I want to share some verses.
James writes to Christians who are scattered and encourages them to persevere, to act
wisely, and to be patient. Do read or listen to more of James if you would like.
Chapter 1 vs 1-6
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
Greetings.

Trials and Temptations
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature
and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should
ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given
to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.
Chapter 3 vs 13-18
Two Kinds of Wisdom
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if
you harbour bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast
about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from
heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and
selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peaceloving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and
sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.
Chapter 5 vs 7-8
Patience in Suffering
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the
farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the
autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the
Lord’s coming is near.

I was also encouraged by the clip of 'Never gonna give up' that Amber posted this week.
Unfortunately the one she posted seems to have been taken down but here is another
version.
Song: Never gonna give up

You may want to spend a short time quietly in prayer and/or use this next song, based on
verses from Psalm 65, to bring your own thanks and prayers to God.
Song: Find rest O my soul

Big thank you to Chris who has prepared our prayers for the world. This week we are
focusing on China and 2 topics in particular.
1. Strength for the Church in China
Persecution of Christians in China has risen since 2018, when China imposed tough
religious restrictions. Freedom of faith is guaranteed under the constitution but in practice,
the authorities bulldoze churches, tear down crosses and imprison pastors. It used to be
only unofficial churches that were targeted, but now China is destroying state-registered
churches and persecuting their pastors. Prayer meetings in homes and the sharing of
religious messages with children are banned. Please pray for strength for the Church in
China in this era of growing repression.
2. Returning to normality
China is returning to “normal” life after the coronavirus. In many parts, this is a return to the
usual; in some parts there are still restrictions and many small businesses will struggle to
re-open due to the loss of income. There is no sign the government is relaxing its
restrictions on the church and on Christians. So, economic challenges are added to
pressure on students to complete studies after schools were closed and Christians still
face the pressure to deny they belong to Christ. Please pray for the Christians to continue
to walk with him, to share his life and for his church to continue to grow and increase his
Kingdom on earth.
Info from https://www.globalconnections.org.uk/prayer/eastern-asia/china

Let's join together in the prayer Chris has prepared for us:
Father, we bring to you our brothers and sisters in China.
Thank you that your hand is not shortened that it cannot save, neither his ear heavy that it
cannot hear.
In a country where persecution of Christians is commonplace and where here in the UK
we cannot grasp that reality we want to lift up our brothers and sisters to you and pray:
1. Thank you that you hear their cries and see their plight in their home, at work, in
education and in the church.
2. Thank you for every house group meeting online where praise and worship is hidden to
the authorities yet open to neighbours and where there is an increase as friends are
accepting Jesus as their Saviour.
3. As Christians pick up their cross daily to follow you we ask you to to give them
perseverance, courage and commitment to stand firm in all the circumstances they
encounter.
4. We feel for parents and Christian teachers who are forbidden to teach their children
about the love of Jesus and ask you to give them imaginative ways of shining God's light
on them and sharing the gospel with them.
5. Please protect your church within the culture of constant surveillance and facial
recognition cameras.
Lord God please hold our family in your hands and give them your peace.
In Jesus Name. AMEN

As we think about our brothers and sisters in China and across the world, and before we
listen to Tom, let's sing this next song acknowledging God's love and care for each one of
us wherever we are.
Song: Whole world in his hands
Please listen to Tom's message to us which is based on Acts 8. You will need to download
it from the VPBC website. You can read Acts 8 here
Pause
Take a few moments to reflect on what has been said today. Is there something that you
need to consider or do? Please do get in touch with the leaders if you want to discuss and
pray about something with them.
Let's listen to or sing this song as we finish. It reminds me of Philippians 4 v 19: "And my
God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.", but it
also carries a challenge. (It is not a youtube one, so click on the triangle inside the circle
at the top right of the page to start the music. Hopefully you will be able to read the words
at the same time.)
Song: To the broken
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.

