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(PPx1) The Way x24. Sunday 16 June_2019. 

The Way of the Spirit: CONTINUING. 

READ: (PPx2) Acts 2: 38 – 47 and Matthew 16: 13 – 20.

JESUS declared himself to be the Way (to the Father John 14: 6) and his followers are
described as those who belonged to the Way. (Acts 9: 2). Therefore, individually and 
as a local church we are part of the one     NEW PEOPLE from many nations who are in 
union with Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2: 15) and who have the Holy Spirit… (Trinity 
Sunday).

Pentecost is celebrated in the Church not just as a single day in the Church calendar 
but as a lifelong relationship – living the way of the spirit. “Pentecost” is the promise 
(Acts 2: 39) empowered that the Church will continue - I will build my church, says 
Jesus (Matt 16: 18). We are not on our own – we have the Spirit and the Spirit has us!

How will we see individuals and the world changed? Only by the work of God in 
people’s lives. The early church had little money, no religious buildings, little social 
status or power. The people of God despite times of great difficulty have continued to 
this day and that continuity even through times of change has been brought about by 
the work of God and what we describe as the activity of the Holy Spirit. 

Peter declared on the Day of Pentecost that what happened was the blessing of the 
Spirit spoken of by the prophet Joel perhaps 4 centuries before Jesus Christ – 
Outpoured blessing from God (2: 17) was on all flesh and every age of Believers 
(PANTA SARKA). Youth are needed but do not focus every energy on them. 
Remember the blessings that come through the elders (examples):

 Sons and daughters (next generation) will prophesy

 Old people (PRESBUTEROI – elders) will have dreams and

 Young people (NEANISKOI) will have visions 

Human beings created in the image of God but broken by selfishness and pride are 
restored, repaired and replenished through the activity of the TRINITY – One God – 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit’s power is available today for all followers of Jesus he says (John 16: 
14) to enable us, each day to bring glory to God and be more effective witnesses to God
– VPBC aims to tell and be Good News in community. (Stay clear on the mission 
God has given). 

(PPx3)There is a need for each believer and follower of Jesus to go on being filled
(Ephesians 5:18). The work of the Spirit is not just a one-off experience but an 
ongoing work and relationship within is – the deeper the better. Warren W. Wiersbe 
says that this second chapter Acts focusses on 4 activities of the Church: 

waiting on the Spirit - prayer; 
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worshipping in the Spirit; 

witnessing in the Spirit and 

walking in the Spirit.          

These 4 are all bound together in a true and deep work of the Spirit and not seen in 
balance if seen in isolation rather than community.  (Anne facebook posting: God 
doesn’t want us just to go to church but to be the church).

PENTECOST – ongoing reminder that any great work of God requires human Believers 
to rely on and receive the ongoing work of God the Spirit.

Acts 2: 22 Listen to these words – Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose divine authority
was clearly proven to you, by all the miracles and wonders which God performed 
through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here among you. (Testimony of 
VPBC over 150 years).

In the Acts 2 account read to us we see a story account unfold of HOW Jesus, 
through the Spirit builds his church (in each era of history and outworked in different 
cultures and contexts the key elements and principles which ensure continuity are 
there). 

The work to continue requires something new in every generation – but it will 
always bear the marks and character of God. (As we said last week there are no 
grandchildren in the Kingdom of God – each person must be born from above and not 
just by their human parents). 

Therefore, the first requirement as it were is for people when they hear the Good 
News of Jesus and resurrection to ASK (v37) What shall we do? And the speakers for 
the church need to be clear in their answer v38 turn from sins, be baptised in Jesus 
Name and receive God’s gift – the Holy Spirit.

Secondly (or really at the same time) v41 following: be added to the group – JOIN in 
the same day (church) and give time (v42) to learning from those who have God’s 
anointing for teaching, and taking part in the fellowship, and share in the 
fellowship meals and prayers. (Pause here…is this too much to ask?)

The next thing that follows in the Scripture is a DESCRIPTION of what took place 
because of what we have detailed (above):

 Miracles and wonders happened, -

 Believers CONTINUED and shared their belongs, possessions and money – and 
when there was a genuine need distributed them to the needy in the church.

 They met DAILY,

 Ate meals in one another’s homes – with gladness and humility of heart.
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 They praised God and others respected them SO:

 DAILY people were added to the group – they were SAVED from what? – the 
punishment that would have come through their wickedness. v40

There is wickedness as well as goodness in humanity. There was continuity through 
the work of the Spirit going deep into people’s hearts. 

(PPx4) The continuity that the Spirit brings is threatened.  According to the teaching
of Jesus in the Parable of the Sower by amongst other things it is threatened by the 
Message not going deep enough into people’s hearts, also over busy lives stressed 
lives driven or hindered by greed and anxiety. 

If we spend time in the Spirit and in the things that are given priority here by the 
early Church that should serve as a corrective to these things that threaten 
continuity.
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