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(PPx1) The Way x26. Sunday 30 June_2019. 

The Only Way to Build: building our lives, church, Kingdom…

READ: 1 Corinthians 3: 1 - 17 and show video clip of Matthew 7: 24 – 27.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXWHLB1f6_U 

Last week we asked: What SHAPE should the church take in 2019 to best tell and 
be the Good News to other people? How should we live together in community and 
present ourselves and our message to people in this community and the communities 
where we live, work and study? We no longer live as the Victorians lived because the 
world has changed. We live in the NOW. While we are grateful to our forebears – men 
and women who built this chapel and worshipped and witnessed to their generation we 
need to tell and be the church now – not just go to the church.

We are given a clue as to how we should build on the foundation stone of the 
chapel on the west right-hand corner and it came from our Bible reading from 1 
Corinthians 3: 11 God has already placed Jesus Christ as the one and only 
foundation and no other foundation can be laid. When a building is put up it says 
where the building is going to be and the shape that the building will take. A building is 
immovable, but people aren’t! We can get up and GO and BE God’s people everyday 
of the week wherever we find ourselves or intentionally go to. And even when the day 
comes that “others dress us and lead us to places we don’t want to go to” we can still 
tell and be Good News. 

I’ve always thought it was great that the foundation of this church’s life is Jesus 
because in fact there is no real material foundation to this building put up 150 years 
ago. Believe it or not the whole chapel building rests on brick and slate plinths not a 
solid foundation. 

We saw a short video clip about 2 people building their houses – can anyone tell
me the story? Jesus told a story…

Now can anyone tell me the meaning of the story. Jesus said, anyone who hears 
these words of mine and obeys them is like a wise person who built their house on 
rock: the rain poured down, the rivers overflowed, the wind blew but the house stood 
firm and …

THIS IS STILL THE MESSAGE ABOUT JESUS THAT WE NEED TO EMBODY AND 
TELL AS WE GO TO MEET PEOPLE WHO HAVEN’T HEARD BUT ARE TRYING TO 
BUILD THEIR LIVES ON OTHER VALUES AND FOUNDATIONS.

People have different heroes or even celebrities they value and try to mimic. (Who
are the people whose opinions you value and seek to copy?)

The Corinthian church was no different. A quarrelling church is a weak church and a 
weak church will collapse and even die. They quarreled about whose words they should
follow – the 2 great teachers of the day were Apollos and Paul himself. Both men no 
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doubt worked hard but it is Jesus who builds the church and we work with Jesus. It is 
Jesus – alive and glorious that we must listen to.  Members, my friends and co-workers 
do not quarrel over who will be your new Minster/ team Leader – listen to Jesus – be of 
one mind - work together so that you may speak clearly and listen well to others.

As the church here (people together in community and prayer) genuinely ask God and 
then listen to the “Word of the Spirt (and the World” John Stott’s – we have 2 ears 
quote) we will know what to do. Then we simply and faithfully follow – we will build 
on the Rock. There will be trouble and persecution that come because of the message 
but the church will have its roots and foundation deep enough into God to survive and 
even thrive when the going gets tough.

As the Scripture teaches and develops from start to finish it is God in Community
who builds and we are to work with, be in team with God. This church was planted 
by Spurgeon and Evans (19th century examples like Paul and Apollos) and they even 
have a marker stone to tell us – but the stone is weathered and faded. Ministers have 
come and gone – some remembered fondly. BUT while we acknowledge their hard 
work it is God we depend on and rely on; it is God who will never fail us and it is God 
who will lead us forward and make a Way in the desert as he has promised us. 

You can all be church builders. The foundation is the PERSON, the Divine Jesus 
Christ but we are builders and we are not building with bricks and mortar (which 
only crumbles). 

We are building a SPIRITUAL TEMPLE OUT OF LIVING PEOPLE. You are God’s 
Temple – God’s Spirit lives in us individually if we follow Jesus and also as a people 
following Jesus. 

Steady on Jane you say! Don’t over state the case. I can hardly believe it myself. We 
are doing a special – a HOLY work if we follow Jesus. This is the only way to build the
church – by listening to Jesus. We should not deceive ourselves (v18) – only God has 
the wisdom needed to remake humanity, to bring us into living relationship with himself. 
We were made for this – to worship God and enjoy God for ever. We were made to do 
this together with people from every nation and ethnic group in the world. 

At Victoria Park Baptist Church we have a special privilege – to belong to Jesus and 
one another. 1 Corinthians 1: 27- God has chosen to take and shape the people of this 
world that are not regarded as the highest and best socially by the wisdom of this world.
May God do something wonderful amongst us NOW in 2019 wherever we meet as 
church and may God add to his church DAILY those who are being saved.
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