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(PPx1) The Way x27. Sunday 07 July_2019. 

The Only Way to Build: building our lives, church, Kingdom…

(PPx2) READ: 1 Corinthians 3: 9 - 17 and 1 Peter 2: 1 - 10

We have been asking: What SHAPE should the church take in 2019 to best tell and be 
the Good News to other people? How should we live together in community and present 
ourselves and our message to people in this community of place and the communities where 
we live, work and study? We no longer live as our Victorian forebears who built this chapel 
lived. The world has changed. We live in the NOW. While we are grateful to our forebears – 
who worshipped and witnessed to their generation we need to tell and be the church now – 
not just go to the church.

We said last week that we are given a clue as to how we should build on the foundation
stone of the chapel on the west right-hand corner and it came from our Bible reading from
1 Corinthians 3: 11 God has already placed Jesus Christ as the one and only foundation
and no other foundation can be laid. (PPx3) When a building is put up the foundation says 
where the building is going to be and the shape that the building will take. A building is 
immovable, but people aren’t! We can get up and GO and BE God’s people everyday of the
week wherever we find ourselves or intentionally go to. 

As the church here (people together in community and prayer) genuinely ask God and then 
listen to the “Word of the Spirt” Then we simply and faithfully follow – we will build on the 
Rock Jesus – Matt 7: 24, 25.. There will be trouble and persecution that come because of 
the message but the church will have its roots and foundation deep enough into God to 
survive and even thrive when the going gets tough.

Jesus switched the emphasis away from physical and Temple to BUILDING OF 
LIVING STONES or people. 

(PPx4) As the Scripture teaches and develops from start to finish it is God in 
Community who builds and we are to work with, be in team with God. 

We (you and me) can all be church builders. The foundation is the PERSON, the Divine 
Jesus Christ but we are builders and we are not building with bricks and mortar (which
only crumbles). 

We are building a SPIRITUAL TEMPLE OUT OF LIVING PEOPLE. You are God’s Temple 
– God’s Spirit lives in us individually if we follow Jesus and also as a people following Jesus. 

This is the only way to build the church – by listening to Jesus. We should not deceive 
ourselves (v18) – only God has the wisdom needed to remake humanity, to bring us into living
relationship with himself. We were made for this – to worship God and enjoy God for ever. We
were made to do this together with people from every nation and ethnic group in the world. 
Once we were not a people – and now we are a people.(Peter) we have a new first nation –
we are God’s kingdom people.
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The TEMPLE in Jerusalem dominated the skyline and the minds of the people of 
Jerusalem. It was the centre of the nation and life of the Hebrews and of significance to other 
nations. The original Solomon’s Temple was constructed in the 10 century BCE and about 20 
BCE Herod the Great did 40+ years work of renovation and extension and this was continuing
in Jesus’ day. (Destroyed and floored by Romans on 70 CE in Siege of Jerusalem).

Many of the magnificent stones – hard white limestone were quarried locally near Jerusalem 
and archeologists have located the probable quarry. But Solomon’s builders also found other 
beautiful stones from other parts of the then known world. People would gaze in amazement 
would stand and say, “The Temple, the Temple”. It also of course housed the whole system of
Worship and Sacrifice that was at the centre of Judaism. In some ways the Temple itself was 
worshipped rather than God.

So, when JESUS spoke publicly of destroying the Temple and “raising it up in 3 days” 
(John 2: 19) – he was considered a subversive and probably somewhat of a maniac. Spoke 
of his death, laid to the ground and resurrection in 3 days.

Quarrying and building: Blocks of stone, granite, or marble are not hewn out of a rock mass
easily. If rocks could speak, they (rather than the workers) would probably complain bitterly 
about the harshness of the chisel and saw. We too are required to endure hardships and 
setbacks if we are to made as living stones into a holy temple in which God dwells. Suffering 
is part of the process of quarrying, sizing, polishing, and preparing us, the living stones, for 
our roles in God's Kingdom.

Peter’s understanding of building the community of God’s people included an 
understanding of suffering not just a success story. In I Peter 5:10, Peter prays, "But 
may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have 
suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you." The hewing, chipping, sizing, 
and polishing are all vital parts to making each stone fit the Architect's blueprints please the 
Master Builder, God the Father. The church is His Household - the people amongst whom 
God lives  (I Timothy 3:15). 

Acknowledge: Bible verses about Living Stones (From Forerunner Commentary) 

Both Paul and Peter understood and developed Jesus idea of a holy temple of a 
community of people amongst whom God dwells.

In Ephesians 2:19-22, in the Phillips translation:

So you (Gentiles) are no longer outsiders or aliens, but fellow-citizens with every other 
Christian you belong now to the household of God. Firmly beneath you is the foundation, 
God's messengers and prophets, the cornerstone being Christ Jesus himself. In him each 
separate piece of building, properly fitting into its neighbor, grows together into a temple 
consecrated to the Lord. You are all part of this building in which God himself lives by his 
Spirit.

We stand on the Christian lives of those who have gone before us (the Apostles and 
Prophets and here the church for 150 years). Those who have died in the faith, the saints 
who await their resurrection from the dead  . Jesus is both the foundation on which we build 
and the Cornerstone (Eph 2: 19, 20) to which we align in every way. If we live our lives 
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with integrity, then we too become an integral piece of the Temple – whatever our social 
and ethnic heritage.

Continuing the metaphor, each of us can be fitted into the proper place of right relationship 
and role - and if it is erected on a solid foundation, the result is a structure with integrity. Peter
in our reading uses the building metaphor and speaks about integrity of relationships in the
temple building. Read 1 Peter 2: 1 – 5. Transparent, truthful strong relationships build a 
strong temple. How about getting rid of these things in the church that are listed and 
described. 

A Construction Job with a master builder. The spiritual Temple of God is a work in 
progress. Undoubtedly, God is excited to see its different elements taking shape. He is 
building us, as living stones in a living Temple, "on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone" (Ephesians 2:19-20). No doubt 
too God experiences disappointments and the Holy Spirit is grieved at times - Ephesians 4: 
30. 

1 Peter 2: 5 – Letting ourselves be used and built into something holy – holy means 
available to God. “Offering acceptable sacrifices” – it’s going to be costly for us to give what 
God wants. We will need to sacrifice time, strength, money and so on. We will need to die to 
self. Sacrifice is what goes on in a temple. But God owes me nothing – I owe him everything.

Do you value the foundation and cornerstone that God has laid in the ground?

Builders rejected this cornerstone of JESUS. (Example Michelangelo’s David in Accademia 
Gallery Florence. The sculptor saw David locked within the leaning block of stone, but others 
rejected the non – symmetrical stone as unusable.)

Some stumble because of Jesus – he is a major obstacle to them – he is the rock that trips 
them up.

CHOSEN… 

like the chief cornerstone, each of us, as living stones, are being individually set apart from all
the other rocks in the field (as we believe), then prepared and fitted into what is called "a 
spiritual house" - "a dwelling place for God." The picture Peter wants us to imagine is that 
each one of these stones is chosen individually and pulled out of the field or quarry, fitted and 
shaped, and put into the building.

It shows Christians being transformed into a suitable dwelling place for God—individually and 
as a church. This begins to place a sense of responsibility on each of the living stones 
that are set apart and made a part of the dwelling place for God. Do you sense this 
responsibility to make yourself available – holy to God? Then take your place as a 
living stone. God is the designer and the master builder that makes this possible. 

Perhaps we can feel the weight of others pressing down on us BUT they too may feel the 
weight of us pressing down on them. There needs to be a sharing of the load and all the 
weight supported by the foundation and us holding one another in place. The love of God 
holds everything together.

What  shape  should  the  church  take?  A God-human shape  –  a  cruciform shape  –
JESUS says that we the church are his body, his people. It is to do with how we live. 
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