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(PPx1) The Way x28. Sunday 14 July_2019. 

The Only Way to Build: building our lives into the church, the Kingdom of God…a
spiritual Temple in which God lives in community with his people.

(PPx2) READ: Colossians 3: 5 - 11 and 12 - 17

We have been asking: What SHAPE should the church take in 2019 to best tell 
and be the Good News to other people? How should we live together in community 
and present ourselves and our message to people in this community of place and the 
communities where we live, work and study? We no longer live as our Victorian 
forebears who built this chapel lived. The world has changed. We live in the NOW. 
While we are grateful to our forebears – who worshipped and witnessed to their 
generation we need to tell and be the church now – not just go to the church.

We said that we are given a clue (150th Anniversary) as to how we should build on
the foundation stone of the chapel on the west right-hand corner and it came from 
our Bible from 1 Corinthians 3: 11 God has already placed Jesus Christ as the one 
and only foundation and no other foundation can be laid. (PPx3) When a building is
put up the foundation says where the building is going to be and the shape that the 
building will take. A building is immovable, but people aren’t! We can get up and GO 
and BE God’s people everyday of the week wherever we find ourselves or 
intentionally go to. 

“DEEPER”, Emmaus. We need to have deep foundations in JESUS – our ROOT 
and FOUNDATION. As the church here (people together in community and prayer) 
genuinely ask God and then listen to the “Word of the Spirt” Then we simply and 
faithfully follow – we will build on the Rock Jesus – Matt 7: 24, 25.. There will be 
trouble and persecution that come because of the message but the church will have its 
roots and foundation deep enough into God to survive and even thrive when the going 
gets tough.

(PPx4) Jesus and then his followers switched the emphasis away from physical 
and Temple to BUILDING OF LIVING STONES or people. 

As the Scripture teaches and develops from start to finish it is God in Community
who builds and we are to work with, be in team with God. 

We (you and me) can all be church builders. The foundation is the PERSON, the 
Divine Jesus Christ but we are builders and we are not building with bricks and 
mortar (which only crumbles). 

We are building a SPIRITUAL TEMPLE OUT OF LIVING PEOPLE. You are God’s 
Temple – God’s Spirit lives in us individually if we follow Jesus and also as a people 
following Jesus. As we said last week this idea is developed both by Paul and Peter.

Both Paul and Peter understood and developed Jesus’ idea of a holy temple of a 
community of people amongst whom God dwells. (1 Peter 2: 1 – 6.)
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In Ephesians 2:19-22, in the Phillips translation:

So you (Gentiles) are no longer outsiders or aliens, but fellow-citizens with every other 
Christian you belong now to the household of God. Firmly beneath you is the 
foundation, God's messengers and prophets, the cornerstone being Christ Jesus 
himself. In him each separate piece of building, properly fitting into its neighbor, grows 
together into a temple consecrated to the Lord. You are all part of this building in which 
God himself lives by his Spirit.

Continuing the metaphor, each of us can be fitted into the proper place of right 
relationship and role - and if it is erected on a solid foundation, the result is a structure –
a community with integrity. Peter and Paul (in our reading) uses the building metaphor 
and speaks about integrity of relationships in the temple building. Transparent, 
truthful strong relationships build a strong temple. How about getting rid of these things 
in the church that are listed and described as negatives and destructive of good 
relationships and good community?!  

Perhaps we can feel the weight of others pressing down on us BUT they too may feel 
the weight of us pressing down on them. There needs to be a sharing of the load and all
the weight supported by the foundation and us holding one another in place. The love of
God holds everything together.

What shape should the church take? A God-human shape (Jesus) – a cruciform
shape – JESUS says that we the church are his body, his people. It is to do with
how we live and treat one another – as well as how we see ourselves.  

(PPx5) Colossians 3: 5 - 11 and 12 – 17 DEEPER….foundations and CEMENT of 
LOVE

How deep should foundations be? Different engineers will tell us different things. It 
depends on the height and weight of the building and the type of soil or substrate it’s 
built on. BUT what we do know it need to be able to weight bear and give stability and 
stand up to movement and weather.

Very broadly, foundations can be categorized as shallow foundations or deep 
foundations. 

 Shallow foundations are typically used where the loads imposed by a structure 
are low relative to the bearing capacity of the surface soils. 

 Deep foundations are necessary where the bearing capacity of the surface soils 
is not adequate to support the loads imposed by a structure and so those loads 
need to be transferred to deeper layers with higher bearing capacity. 

GOD’S HOLY TEMPLE: the foundation is Jesus, and the Apostles and Prophets 
(scripture) built on this. The cornerstone is Jesus and we are the living stones 
that make up the spiritual and holy temple – in which God lives. Even once the 
foundation is there, we need to build community – that is living stones together…
each of which is very different in personality and background. V11 There is NO 
distinction between us on a basis of class, culture, race, former religious practice, status
in life. Christ is everything and in everyone who believes.v12 e are the people of God – 
first nation followers of Jesus. 
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We have discussed today things we do together that helps to build a living community – 
using living stone/ people e.g. as we discussed the church outing yesterday.

Also, Paul wrote to the church at Colossae about this because community is ALWAYS 
UNDER TREAT – at risk of being disrupted and if there is no foundation – at risk of 
being undermined. 

V14 And to ALL these qualities add LOVE, which binds all things together in
perfect unity. 

Above all/ overall/ of greatest importance is LOVE (agape – sacrificial & full of grace)

Binds or bonds together – “Gorilla glue” – God’s glue – LOVE is stronger than anything
for bonding people together.

In perfect unity – completion. 

These components are needed to make CONCRETE – water, aggregates (grit/sand)
and Portland Stone (cement) Need rock (Jesus) water (Spirit) and cement/stone (Love-
God) 

Put to death: read vv 5 – 7 

Get rid of: read vv 8 – 9

Vv10 take off old self and put on new self.  God the Creator is constantly renewing
US … in his own image – to be like Jesus. 

Clothe yourselves with : read 12 and 13  

This is how we build good, strong relationships as church builders – teach one another
as we worship,  singing psalms,  hymns and spiritual  songs.  This work requires God
because it is a deep and spiritual work and others need to be built in. 
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